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This year we were lortunate o recehve a grant Irom the GB Satakswa Foundalion

for our “Beat of Japan™ project = to perform twenty educational Concerts al

secondary schools arcund the country. The conderis were a combination of 2 o - e —
performing taiko pleces, and explaining about the background of Taiko = the — e
history, how the drums are made, and alio teaching the students a simpie Taiko » — - - :
rivythm. The concerts were a great success and we hope to be able to repeat the - . o

project In the next year. . t,f " L T
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A Summer of Taiko

1his summer we were visited by two excellent Talko
groups from Japan, Kodo and Tokyo Dagekidan. Kodo's
tour began at Londen's Barbican Centre, followed by
concerts around the country. They were stunning s
usual = Kodo are as close as you'll ever gel to technical
perfection in Taiko. Their harsh training programme and
strict selection process ensures that every new member
its inta the Kodo mold, and i€ absolutely top-notch:

The concert apened with a new plece, Mikazuki-no-yoru,
which employed a non-traditional 5-beat count
juxtaposed with traditional rivythms. One of the highlights
af the concert was the graceful Hana-Hachijo, based on
the fisherman’s style from Hachljo island played on a
single drum. In the corner of the stage a dancer appeancd
in a kimonao, moving in silence. The dance Mowed seamlessly
into & powerful talko song, her arms making beaotiful arcs
then whipping the bachi (sticks) against theskin: In the
second half Kodo performed a few more melodic pieces,
with fue (flute) and soft percussion. And of course
Yoshikazu Fujimoto astounded all with his powerful Ddaiko
(big drum). Altogether a truly moving experience.

Tokyo Dagekidan were a group with a totally different
flavour, but equally enjoyable. Their three week tour
took them up and down the country, and we managed Lo
catch them in Ludiow. They are a five-plece from Tokyo,
wha play with a very masculine energy. Each player had
a very different character, and their coslumes reflected
bath their individuality and also their modern approach
ta TalkoiTheir strength and power impressed Lhe
audience, but also thelr humour. The last piece in Lhe lirst
half; Kan-Kan, was a mad take off of Stomp, wilh rhylthms
played out on plastic buckets, flutes made out of hosepipes
and rakes; and with one of the group wandering aboul
like & mankey. Inthe second half there were more
meélndic numbers, and also a shime (small high-pitched
drum) and odaikeo {blg drum) plece that was absolulely
stunning. My only complaint about the show was thal
there was too much fMute and not enough Taiko! If Lhey
do come back-to Britain, they are highly recommended.

Meéxt year is the year-long Japan 2001 Festival, and we
will have many more Taiko groups touring the counltry -
Iaok out for tour dates in this newsletter!
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SEPTEMBER

MUGEVK Y [0Ur dales

Tue 26th: Wyvern Theatre, Swindon (01793 524 481)
Thu28th: Octagon Theatre, Yeovil (01935 422 884)

Fri 29th &

Sat 30th: Ustinov Studlo, Theatre Royal Bath (01225 448 844)

OCTOBER

Sun 1st:TheiCourtyard Theatre, Hereford (01432 359 252)"
Mon 2nd: Beck Theatre, Hayes (0181 561 7506)

Tue 3rd: Princess Theatre, Torquay (01803 290 290)

Wed 4th:Playhouse Theatre, Weston-Super-Mare (01934 645 544)
Thu 5th:5ecombe Theatre, Sutton (0181 770 6990)

Sat 7th: Medina Theatre, Isle of Wight (01983 527 020)

Sun 8th: Clair Hall, Haywards Heath (01444 445 440)

Tue 10th: White Rock Theatre, Hastings (01424 781 000)
Wed 11th: Maddermarket Theatre, Norwich (01603 626 560)
Thu 12th: Civic/Centre, Aylesbury (01296 486 009)

Sat 14th: 0ld laundry Theatre; Cumbria (01539 884 444)

sun 15th: Roses Theatre, Tewkesbury (01684 295 074)

Man 16th: City/Hall, Salisbury (01722 327 676)

Tue 17th: Northbrook Theatre, Warthing (01903 606 162)
Wed 18th: Dorking Grand Hall;Surrey (01306 881.717)

Thu 19th: Rhoda McGaw Theatre, Woking' (01483 761:144)

NOVEMBER

Thu 9th: Pontardawe Arts tentre‘[m?'-ﬂ 863 722)

Sat 11th: Blackwood Mmer5 Institute, Gwent (01495 227.206)
Mon 13th: Theatr Mwldan, Cardigan (01239621 200)

Tue 14th: Theatr Ardudwy, Harlech (01776 780 667)
Wed:15th: Aberystwyth Arts/Centre (01970 623 232)

Fri 17th &

_+Thu16th: Neptune Theatre, Liverpool (0151 709 7844)

sat 18th: Halifax Square Chapel (01422 349 422)
Sun 19th: Grand Opera House, York (01904'67:1 818)

Tue 21st:Elgin (tbc)

Wed 22nd: Invergordon Arts Centre (01349 868 43&}

TATKD DRUMMING [N SOUTHWEST ENGLAND
KAGEMUSHA TAIKO

|l R A DG congratulations to Kagemusha Talko for receiving a Japan Feslival Award 20040,
¥ for “outstanding contributions to promoting Japanese culture in Lhe UK™.
Hased in Exeter, Janathan and Gabrielle Kirby work tirelessly on promoling Iaulm in the
Southwest = tea:h]nn both beginners and intermediate classes, organising corporate
) team=building sessians, running the first Junior Taiko group in the country, and most
"-';!—g L recently setting up dn'adults performing group. Kagemusha will be showcasing their work

ata concert at the Exeter Arts Centre on 215t December. Kagemusha's aulumn programme
of clazses will begin'on|10th September, with different sessions for hLurrlllLrs rnlc‘rﬂv‘ﬂlﬂlﬁ
and juniors. For further information contact:
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skinny Lee, one size,
e wiblack trim £ 10

back

medinmsx-large t-shirt

back

NEWSLETTER THANKYOUS

black wowhite print, black w/orange print £10

tol 01392 494 486

Kagemusha Taika, P.O. Box 128, Exeter EX4 89T
cmail: infoRkagemusha.com

wihe www. kagemusha.cam

MUGENKYO CD/TAPE

CDE12

Tape £8

{includes p&p)

Running time approx 48 minutes
"Brilliant rhythmic precision®

" ..the energy and power of Taiko
thundering into your home™

KODO BOOK

£19.85 + p&p = £23.95

We are pleased to beable to offer
“Children of the Drum’™

by Mark Coutts-5mith,

published hy Lightworks Press.

A must for all serious Laiko fans!

500, Hobin Davi

Masami Kita=Geerlings
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Fddess
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Mugeniyo CO
Mugenikyo Cassente
Skinny Tee
T=5hirt black w.white XL
T=shirt blac fwhite M
T=shirt black w/orange AL
T=shirt black w/orange M
Kodo Book
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